
 

 

LIBRARY ORIENTATION PROJECT 

 

 

Welcome to the MTHS Library!  During the next few weeks, you’ll be introduced not only to the library 

itself and the resources available to you but also to various aspects of the research process that you need 

to know in order to be a successful researcher here at MTHS.  What will be expected (and required) 

when you do research and write papers in high school will often be quite different from what you did in 

grade school.  As you go through this orientation, you’re going to be gathering information that can be 

used to write a very short paper at the end.  If you haven’t written many (or any!) research papers, don’t 

worry about this.  We want you to do your best, but we’re not expecting perfect research papers at this 

point.  The research process is what is most important in this project.  English teachers aren’t the only 

ones who assign research papers—we want you to be prepared whenever any teacher in any department 

makes an assignment like that.  These next few weeks will help you be ready for that when it happens.  
 

 

Orientation Topics: 

 Basic information and library arrangement 

 Efficiently finding information:  

Search tips 

Destiny 

Online subscription databases 

Free web 

Critically evaluating sources 

Ethically using information:  

Copyright and plagiarism 

Identifying source information 

Using NoodleTools 

In-text citations 

 

 

During these weeks of orientation, you’ll be gathering what you would need to write a 1½- to 2-page paper 

about a famous person.  You will be locating three specific sources for the topic you choose—one of those 

sources will be an article from a print reference book, one will be a reference article from Student Resources in 

Context, and the third will be a reference article from one of three history databases (Ancient and Medieval 

History Online, Modern World History Online, or American History Online).  The paper may include the 

following paragraphs (or something similar—your English teacher will let you know exactly what he or she 

wants): 

1) A short summary of the person’s life. 

2) Details about exactly why this person is famous. 

3) Your analysis of the person (was he or she the best, the worst, underrated, overrated, etc.).  

Your assignment may also require that you include three direct quotes (one from each source)—those quotes 

should be circled in the printouts of the articles.  A source page will be created using NoodleTools.   

 

 

What should be handed in to your English teacher if the research paper is assigned to you: 

 Research paper about your famous person (1½-2 pages) 

 Source page completed in NoodleTools 

 Printouts of the three sources that you used (with the three direct quotes circled)—one from a print 

reference book; one reference article from Student Resources in Context, and one reference article from Ancient 

and Medieval History Online, Modern World History Online, or American History Online. 


