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FAMILY 

 

 

Alcott, Louisa   Little Women (and sequels) 

 Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young women in nineteenth-century New 

England. 

   

Bennett, Sophia   The Look 

 When she is spotted by a modeling agency and her beautiful sister falls seriously ill, gangly fifteen-year-old Edwina "Ted" 

Trout must choose between fame and family. 

  

Bilen, Tracy   What She Left Behind 

 Sixteen-year-old Sara's mother goes missing before she and Sara can move to a new town to escape Sara's physically abusive 

father. 

 

Blundell, Judy   What I Saw and How I Lied 

 In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the war and family life returning to normal, teenage Evie, smitten by the 

handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a secret hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies whose devastating 

outcome changes her life and that of her family forever. 

 

Brody, Jessica   52 Reasons to Hate My Father 

 On her eighteenth birthday, spoiled party girl Lexington Larrabee learns that her days of making tabloid headlines may be at 

an end when her ever-absent father decides she must learn some values by working a different, low-wage job every week for a year or 

forfeit her multimillion-dollar trust fund. 

 

Brown, Jennifer   Torn Away 

 In the aftermath of a tornado that has devastated her hometown of Elizabeth, Missouri, sixteen-year-old Jersey Cameron 

struggles to overcome her grief as she is sent to live with her only surviving relatives. 

 

Cadnum , Michael  Edge 

 With his parents divorced and his best friend, Perry, moved away, Zachary seems content to spend his days delivering hot 

tubs and his nights bloodying his fists in Oakland brawls. When his father is critically injured during a carjacking, Zachary's life 

changes. 

 

Caletti, Deb   The Six Rules of Maybe 

 Scarlet, an introverted high school junior surrounded by outcasts who find her a good listener, learns to break old patterns 

and reach for hope when her pregnant sister moves home with her new husband, with whom Scarlet feels an instant connection. 

 

Carlson, Melody   Just Another Girl 

 Aster Flynn wants a life of her own. At seventeen, she'd like to date, hang with friends, maybe even find a summer job. 

Instead she's stuck at home with her younger sister--who seems to get needier by the minute. Her older sister is all about, well . . . 

herself. And Aster's parents . . . don't even ask. But things are about to change. Or so she hopes. 

 

Carter, Ally   Heist Society (and sequels) 

 A group of teenagers uses their combined talents to re-steal several priceless paintings and save Kat Bishop's father, an 

international art thief, from a vengeful collector. 

 

Chen, Justina   Return to Me 

 Always following her parents' wishes and ignoring her psychic inner voice takes eighteen-year-old Rebecca Muir from her 

beloved cottage and boyfriend on Puget Sound to New York City, where revelations about herself and her family help her find a path 

to becoming the architect she wants to be. 

 

Collins, Yvonne   The Black Sheep 

 Fifteen-year-old Kendra Bishop quickly regrets her rash decision to write to a new reality television show when she finds 

herself in Monterey, California, living with a large family of activists rather than in a Manhattan apartment with her uptight, money-

oriented parents. 

 

Cooney, Caroline  The Face on the Milk Carton (and sequel) 

   A photograph of a missing girl on a milk carton leads Janie on a search for her real identity. 



Cooney, Caroline  If the Witness Lied 

 Torn apart by tragedies and the publicity they brought, siblings Smithy, Jack, and Madison, aged fourteen to sixteen, tap into 

their parents’ courage to pull together and protect their brother Tris, nearly three, from further media exploitation and a much more 

sinister threat. 

 

Costa, T. L.   Playing Tyler 

 Tyler MacCandless is looking at a bleak future. With his father dead and his mother mentally checked out, he is responsible 

for his older brother Brandon who's in rehab for heroin abuse--again. With no skills to speak of outside of playing video games, a fast 

food future is all but a certainty. That is, until the day Tyler’s mentor Rick asks him to test a new video game. A good enough score 

can earn him a place in flight school. But then Brandon goes missing, and Tyler discovers the game is far more than it seems. 

 

Cousins, Dave   15 Days without a Head 

 When his alcoholic mother disappears, fifteen-year-old Laurence is determined to find her, take care of his little brother, and 

keep their predicament a secret, all while trying to win a luxury vacation for his mom in a radio call-in contest. 

 

Cozzo, Karole   How to Say I Love You Out Loud 

 When Jordyn's autistic brother joins her at her elite school her junior year, she is determined not to let anyone know they are 

related, even if that means closing herself off from her closest friends Erin, Tanu, and Alex, the football captain she secretly loves. 

 

Deriso, Christine Hurley  .   .   . Then I Met My Sister 

 It's not exactly easy living in a shrine to your dead sister. Since birth, I've known that everyone loved Shannon. She was 

perfect—beautiful, smart, talented. And me? Not so much. My parents always expected me to live up to her greatness. But I could 

never measure up to her, so why even try?  This summer I've started reading the journal Shannon kept just before she died . . . and 

suddenly nothing is what I thought it was. The more secrets I learn about Shannon and our family, the more everything changes.  

 

Dessen, Sarah   Along for the Ride 

 When Auden impulsively goes to stay with her father, stepmother, and new baby sister the summer before she starts college, 

all of the trauma of her parents' divorce is revived, even as she is making new friends and having new experiences such as learning to 

ride a bike and dating. 

 

Dessen, Sarah   Lock and Key 

 When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior Ruby winds up living with Cora, the sister she has not 

seen for ten years, and learns about Cora's new life, what makes a family, how to allow people to help her when she needs it, and that 

she too has something to offer others. 

 

Dessen, Sarah   Saint Anything 

 Sydney's charismatic older brother, Peyton, has always been the center of attention in the family.  When he is sent to jail, 

Sydney struggles to find her place at home and the world until she meets the Chathams, including gentle, protective Mac who makes 

her feel seen for the first time. 

 

Dessen, Sarah   That Summer 

 During the summer of her divorced father's remarriage and her sister's wedding, fifteen-year-old Haven comes into her own 

by letting go of the myths of the past. 

 

Devlin, Calla   Tell Me Something Real 

 The three Babcock sisters must travel to a Mexican clinic across the border so their mother, ill with leukemia, can receive 

alternative treatments. The sisters' , however, world is about to shatter under the weight of an incomprehensible betrayal . . .  an 

illness far more insidious than cancer that poisons their home. 

 

Dogar, Sharon   Waves 

 While spending the summer with the family away from his comatose sister, Hal discovers their bond is stronger than he 

thought as her visions begin to fill his head and the truth surrounding her accident becomes clearer with every passing day. 

 

Edwards, Kim   The Memory Keeper’s Daughter 

 In a tale spanning twenty-five years, a doctor delivers his newborn twins during a snowstorm and, rashly deciding to protect 

his wife from their baby daughter's affliction with Down Syndrome, turns her over to a nurse who secretly raises the child. 

 

Elkeles, Simone   How to Ruin a Summer Vacation (and sequel) 

 When sixteen-year-old Amy, a spoiled American, goes to Israel for a three-month summer vacation with a father she barely 

knows, she is not prepared for his Jewish family and the changes they bring about in her life. 

 

 

 



Fields, Terri   My Father’s Son 

 Kevin's life of high school classes, crushes, basketball, and shuttling between his parents' homes falls apart when his father is 

arrested as a suspected serial killer.  This event leads Kevin to a new understanding of his family and himself. 

 

Fine, Anne   Blood Family 

 A boy with an abusive father grows up and fears that he has the same potential for violence as his father has. 

 

Fiore, Kelly   Thicker than Water 

 Arrested for dealing drugs and playing a part in her brother's death, CeCe reflects on the injury that led to her brother's drug 

addiction and her fateful decision to steal and sell his drugs to protect him and save money. 

 

Franklin,  Emily   The Other Half of Me 

 Jenny Fitzgerald has been outside the huddle, trying to fit in her sports-obsessed family. The only time she knows the score is 

when she's holding an egg-carton palette and painting on a canvas, but even then she feels as though something is missing.  Unlike 

her three younger siblings, Jenny knows her biological father only as Donor #142.  As Jenny's 16th summer draws to a close, she feels 

more alienated than ever. A chance meeting with gorgeous über-jock Tate, however, leads Jenny to reach out to someone else who 

might know exactly how she feels. With Tate by her side, Jenny searches for a genetic relative in the Donor Sibling Registry and 

discovers that she has a half sister, Alexa. Jenny hopes their budding relationship will fill the gaps in her life. When Alexa shows up 

on her doorstep for a surprise visit, though, the changes in Jenny's world are much bigger than she could ever have imagined. 

 

Freymann-Weyr, Garret  My Heartbeat 

 As she tries to understand the closeness between her older brother and his best friend, fourteen-year-old Ellen finds her 

relationship with each of them changing. 

 

Galante, Cecilia   The Sweetness of Salt 

 After graduating from high school, class valedictorian Julia travels to Poultney, Vermont, to visit her older sister. While she 

is there, she learns about long-held family secrets that have shaped her into the person she has grown up to be. 

 

Gilbert, Barbara Snow  Stone Water  

 Grant must decide whether or not to help his grandfather die. 

 

Gilbert, Kelly Loy  Conviction 

 When 16-year-old Braden Raynor's father is arrested for a hit-and-run accident that leaves a police officer dead, every 

hidden secret is dragged into the light. Braden's father is known for his aggressive stance on his evangelical radio show, but what 

plays well on the airwaves can be horribly destructive at home. The anger and abuse that drove Braden's older brother, Trey, away 

have driven Braden to be the perfect son. But in spite of his stellar talent on the pitcher's mound, his exemplary performance in 

school, and his strong faith in God, Braden fears he will never be enough. When Braden is called to testify on behalf of the defense, he 

must decide if the truth is worth risking his entire world. 

 

Gurtler, Janet   I’m Not Her 

 Brainy Tess Smith is the younger sibling of the beautiful, popular, volleyball-scholarship-bound Kristina. When Kristina is 

diagnosed with bone cancer, it drastically changes both sisters' lives. Sometimes the things that annoy us the most about our siblings 

are the ones we'd miss the most if we lost them. 

 

Harmon, Michael  Skate 

 Facing a disintegrating home life and trouble at school, teenager Ian McDermott runs away with his younger brother to 

Washington State in search of safety, justice, and their long-absent father. 

 

Herbach, Geoff   Stupid Fast (and sequel) 

 Just before his sixteenth birthday, Felton Reinstein has a sudden growth spurt that turns him from a small, jumpy, picked-on 

boy to a powerful athlete.  This leads to new friends, his first love, and the courage to confront his family's past and current problems. 

 

Hinton, S. E.   The Outsiders 

 Three brothers struggle to stay together after their parents' death as they search for an identity among the conflicting values 

of their adolescent society in which they find themselves "outsiders."  

 

Hinton, S. E.   Rumble Fish 

 Rusty James is a born down-and-outer trying to live up to the reputation of his older brother, Motorcycle Boy.  Hinton knows 

how to plunge us right into his dead-end mentality--his inability to verbalize much of anything, to come to grips with his anger about 

his alcoholic father and the mother who deserted him, even his distance from his own feelings. 

 

 

 



Honeyman, Kay   Interference 

 Kate Hamilton is a congressman's daughter, used to the world of Washington politics, but after some pictures of her cause a 

mild scandal, she finds herself exiled to her aunt's West Texas farm in the district where her father is planning to run for office--and 

then she discovers that politics in a small town can be even nastier than Washington, especially when it involves the local high school 

football team. 

 

Johnson, Maureen  Girl at Sea 

 High-school junior Clio Ford reluctantly gives up her dream job and a potential first kiss to take a working vacation with her 

estranged father on a yacht in Italy. 

 

Johnson, Maureen  Suite Scarlett 

 Fifteen-year-old Scarlett Marvin is stuck in New York City for the summer working at her quirky family's historic hotel, but 

her brother's attractive new friend and a seasonal guest who offers her an intriguing and challenging writing project improve her 

outlook. 

 

Juby, Susan   The Truth Commission 

 As a project for her "creative non-fiction module" at a school for the arts, Normandy Pale chronicles the work of the Truth 

Commission, through which she and her two best friends ask classmates and faculty about various open secrets. Norm's famous sister 

reveals some very unsettling truths of her own. 

 

Kehoe, Stasia Ward  The Sound of Letting Go 

 At seventeen, Daisy feels imprisoned by her brother Steven's autism and its effects.  Her only escape is through her trumpet 

into the world of jazz—but when her parents decide to send Steven to an institution, she is not ready to let him go. 

 

Kidd, Sue Monk   The Secret Life of Bees 

 After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults the three biggest racists in town, Lily Owens joins 

Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South Carolina, where they are taken in by three sisters. 

 

Kirby, Jessi   In Honor 

 Three days after she learns that her brother Finn died serving in Iraq, Honor receives a letter from him asking her to drive 

his car from Texas to California for a concert.  When his estranged best friend shows up suddenly and offers to accompany her, they 

set off on a road trip that reveals much about all three of them. 

 

Kletter, Kerry   The First Time She Drowned 

 Committed to a mental hospital against her will for something she claims she did not do, Cassie O'Malley signs herself out 

against medical advice when she turns eighteen and tries to start over at college until her estranged mother appears, throwing 

everything Cassie believes about herself into question. 

 

LaZebnik, Claire  Things I Should Have Known 

 A popular Los Angeles teen tries to find love for her older, autistic sister. 

 

Mazer, Norma   When She Was Good 

 When Em's abusive older sister dies, she recalls their life together. 

 

McCormick, Patricia  My Brother’s Keeper 

 Thirteen-year-old Toby, a prematurely gray-haired Pittsburgh Pirates fan and baseball card collector, tries to cope with his 

brother's drug use, his father's absence, and his mother dating Stanley the Food King. 

 

McDonnell, Margot  Torn to Pieces 

 Anne has never really liked the fact that her mother travels so much for work, but she gets by thanks to her nearby 

grandparents and enjoys the benefits of her mom's ample salary. Besides, her mom always makes it back for the important things. But 

when her mother misses Anne's birthday and her cell phone gets disconnected, Anne starts to worry. Soon the life she thought she had 

is crumbling in front of her eyes. 

 

McMann, Lisa   Dead to You 

 Having been abducted at age seven, abandoned, a foster child, and homeless, Ethan is happy to be home until his brother's 

suspicion and his own inability to remember something unspeakable from his early childhood begin to tear the family apart. 

 

Myers, Walter Dean  The Glory Field 

 Follows a family's two hundred forty-one year history, from the capture of an African boy in the 1750s through the lives of 

his descendants, as their dreams and circumstances lead them away from and back to the small plot of land in South Carolina that 

they call the Glory Field. 

 



 

Nelson, Jandy   I’ll Give You the Sun 

 Twins Noah and Jude are inseparable until misunderstandings, jealousies, and a major loss rip them apart. Both are talented 

artists. Both also struggle with their sexuality—Noah is gay, which both thrills and terrifies him, while Jude is recovering from a 

terrible first sexual experience at age 14, one of two important reasons she has sworn off dating. The twins’ stories alternate between 

their perspectives. Noah’s sections are set when the twins are 13, Jude’s are set at age 16. 

 

Nelson, R. A.    Breathe My Name 

 Since her adoption, seventeen-year-old Frances has lived a quiet suburban life, but soon after she begins falling for the new 

boy at school, she receives a summons from her birth mother who has just been released after serving eleven years for smothering 

Frances's younger sisters. 

 

Oppel, Kenneth   Half Brother 

 In 1973, when a renowned Canadian behavioral psychologist pursues his latest research project--an experiment to determine 

whether chimpanzees can acquire advanced language skills--he brings home a baby chimp named Zan and asks his thirteen-year-old 

son to treat Zan like a little brother.  (Zan's story is similar to real chimpanzee studies of the 70s.) 

 

Patrick, Cat   Just Like Fate 

 With her Grandmother dying, Caroline is given a choice to either stay by her Gram's side or go to the biggest party of the 

year. The story is told in alternating chapters that reveal what happens if Caroline stays or if she goes. 

 

Petrucha, Stefan   Teen, Inc. 

 Legally, a corporation is a person, so why shouldn’t they be able to adopt a child? Fourteen-year old Jaiden’s family is a 

corporation, and his home is an office building. When his parents are killed in an accident caused by a faulty piece of equipment 

manufactured by NECorp, the company adopts him and raises him in its headquarters. Now Jaiden is longing for a normal life and is 

starting to rebel in search of it. With the help of his new friend, Jenny, he uncovers some disturbing and scandalous information about 

NECorp and must make the tough decision to stay loyal to his “family” or to follow his instincts. 

 

Pfeffer, Susan Beth  Blood Wounds 

 Willa seems to have a perfect life as a member of a loving blended family until the estranged father she barely remembers 

murders his wife and children then heads toward Willa and her mother. 

 

Picoult, Jodi   Handle with Care 

 Struggling to care for their daughter Willow, who was born with brittle bone disease, Charlotte and Sean O'Keefe add 

additional strain to their overburdened family life when they file a lawsuit against Charlotte's obstetrician. 
 

Picoult, Jodi   Keeping Faith 

 Faith, a seven-year-old girl whose family is torn apart by divorce, begins talking to God and performing miracles, and her 

family enters a media circus of believers, critics, medical professionals, and lawyers. 

 

Picoult, Jodi   Lone Wolf 

 When his father and sister are injured in an accident that has rendered his father comatose, estranged son Edward decides to 

stop his father's life support so that his organs can be donated, a choice his sister urges him to reconsider. 

 

Picoult, Jodi   My Sister’s Keeper 

 Conceived to provide a bone marrow match for her leukemia-stricken sister, Anna begins to question her moral obligations 

in light of countless medical procedures and decides to fight for the right to make decisions about her own body. 

 

Picoult, Jodi   Sing You Home 

 When music therapist Zoe Baxter’s latest pregnancy ends in a stillbirth, her husband Max decides he can’t handle any more 

heartbreak and leaves her. As she picks up the pieces of her life, Zoe is surprised to find herself falling for a school counselor who 

happens to be a woman. While Zoe is finding happiness with Vanessa, Max falls off the wagon and is helped by a pastor from his 

brother’s evangelical church. Vanessa and Zoe wed in Massachusetts, and Vanessa offers to carry one of the fertilized embryos Zoe 

and Max had stored. Excited by the prospect of being a mother, Zoe goes to Max to get him to release the embryos to her and is 

shocked when he instead sues her for custody of them. 

 

Picoult, Jodi   Songs of the Humpback Whale 

 After a family argument, Jane takes her daughter, Rebecca, and travels across the country to stay with her brother. Joley.  

Oliver, her oceanographer husband, tries to track her unpredictable path. 

 

Picoult, Jodi   The Tenth Circle 

 When his fourteen-year-old daughter is raped by her boyfriend, an overprotective father with a secret past decides to take the 

law into his own hands, a choice that takes him into the wilds of the Alaskan bush. 



 

Picoult, Jodi   Vanishing Acts 

 Working with the Search and Rescue bloodhound team to find missing people, single mother Delia Hopkins anticipates her 

upcoming nuptials until a series of unsettling flashbacks threatens to devastate her life and the lives of those she loves. 

 

Rallison, Janette   Just One Wish 

 Seventeen-year-old Annika tries to cheer up her little brother Jeremy before his surgery to remove a cancerous tumor by 

bringing home his favorite television actor, Steve Raleigh, the star of "Teen Robin Hood." 

 

Rawlings, Marjorie  The Yearling 

 A young boy living in the Florida backwoods is forced to decide the fate of a fawn he has lovingly raised as a pet. 

 

Reinhardt, Dana   The Things a Brother Knows 

 Although they have never gotten along well, seventeen-year-old Levi follows his older brother Boaz, an ex-Marine, on a 

walking trip from Boston to Washington, D.C. in hopes of learning why Boaz is completely withdrawn. 

 

Sarn, Amelie   I Love I Hate I Miss My Sister 

 The portrait of two Muslim sisters--once closely bonded but now on divergent paths as one embraces her religion and the 

other remains secular. 

 

Scarrow, Kristine  If This Is Home 

 When her mom is diagnosed with cancer, Jayce decides to search for her long-absent father in the hope that he can make 

everything okay again. 

 

Scott, Elizabeth   Stealing Heaven 

 Dani is forced to decide between her nomadic life with her mother as a traveling thief and the life she has always wanted 

when they reach the town of Heaven, a place where good people reside and simple pleasures are appreciated. 

 

Sebold, Alice   The Lovely Bones 

 Looking down from heaven, fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon recounts her rape and murder and watches her family as they 

cope with their grief and "the lovely bones" growing around her absence. 

 

Shinoda, Anne   Learning Not to Drown 

 Clare, seventeen, has always stood up for her eldest brother, Luke, despite his many jail stints.  When her mother takes 

Clare's hard-earned savings to post bail for Luke, though, Clare begins to understand truths about her brother and her family. 

 

Smith-Ready, Jeri  This Side of Salvation 

 Grief at the death of oldest son John Cooper drives a wedge between his remaining family members. His parents find solace 

in a fringe Christian movement, which 17-year old Mara rejects, while 16-year-old David tries to bridge all fissures. On the night that 

cult leader Sophia declares the Rush (Rapture) will occur, David and Mara return from a forbidden after-prom party to find their 

parents gone.  What happened to them unfolds as David, Mara, and close friends unravel clues. 

 

Sniegoski, Thomas  Legacy 

 Eighteen-year-old Lucas is reluctant to take on his father's superhero mantle but changes his mind as he comes face-to-face 

with evil after his mother is killed. 

 

Sonnenblick, Jordan  Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip 

 After an injury ends former star pitcher Peter Friedman's athletic dreams, he concentrates on photography which leads him 

to a girlfriend, new fame as a high school sports photographer, and a deeper relationship with the beloved grandfather who, when he 

realizes he is becoming senile, gives Pete all of his professional camera gear. 

 

Stevenson, Robin  Hummingbird Heart 

 Dylan is sixteen when she first meets her father, who is looking for a donor match for his sick toddler—Dylan’s half-sister. 

 

Stork, Francisco X.  Irises 

 Kate, eighteen, and Mary, sixteen, must make some adult decisions about the course their lives should take when their loving 

but old-fashioned father dies suddenly, leaving them with their mother, who has been in a persistent vegetative state since an accident 

four years earlier. 

 

Swank, Denise Grover  One Paris Summer 

 While spending a summer in Paris, Sophie Peterson will need to decide if she can forgive her father for divorcing her mother 

and moving to France and how much she should trust her heart with her first love, Mathieu. 

 



Tan, Amy   The Bonesetter’s Daughter 

 Over the course of one fog-shrouded year, mother and daughter find what they share in their bones through heredity, history, 

and inexpressible qualities of love. 
 

Tan, Amy   The Hundred Secret Senses 

 Kwan, a seventeen-year-old half-sister from China, turns young Olivia's world upside-down with her stories of ghosts of 

another time, tales that have a profound impact on Olivia's life and imagination, until she discovers a way to reconcile the ghosts of 

the past with her dreams of the future. 

 

Tan, Amy   The Joy Luck Club 

 Encompassing two generations and a rich blend of Chinese and American history, the story of four struggling, strong women 

also reveals their daughters’ memories and feelings. 

 

Walkup, Jennifer  This Ordinary Life 

 Jasmine dreams of winning an internship at a radio station, but she is forced to put her plans on hold when she has to deal 

with her brother's seizures and her mother's addiction to alcohol. 

 

Wiess, Laura   Such a Pretty Girl 

 Haunted by flashbacks, fifteen-year-old Meredith learns that three years in prison has not changed the abusive father who 

molested her. 

 

Williams, Carol Lynch  The Chosen One 

 In a polygamous cult in the desert, Kyra, not yet fourteen, sees being chosen to be the seventh wife of her uncle as just 

punishment for having read books and kissed a boy, in violation of Prophet Childs' teachings, and is torn between facing her fate and 

running away from all that she knows and loves. 

 

Williams, Carol Lynch  Waiting 

 As the tragic death of her older brother devastates the family, teenaged London struggles to find redemption and finds herself 

torn between her brother's best friend and a handsome new boy in town. 

 

Young, Janet Ruth  The Opposite of Music 

 How does a family cope when a father becomes incapacitated by depression and the medical system fails to help him? For 

Billy’s family, the solution is to take matters into their own hands, researching treatments and trading shifts so that the others can 

continue to go to school or work. Despite the family’s efforts, Dad slips deeper into illness, and the family slips deeper into isolation 

and despair. 

 

Zarr, Sara   Gem & Dixie 

 Two sisters attempt to sort out their relationship, which is badly strained by years of living with their troubled and neglectful 

parents. Seventeen-year-old Gem struggles to get enough to eat each day, eventually resorting to bumming spare change off other 

students at her Seattle high school. Meanwhile, her 14-year-old sister, Dixie, for whom Gem  served as protector when they were 

younger, is able to charm and flirt her way into free sandwiches, cellphones, and more. Despite their drastic outward differences, 

neither has any sense of safety or well-being in their tenuous living situation with their mom, who, like their absent dad, battles a 

substance-use disorder.  

 

Zarr, Sara   How to Save a Life 

 Told from their own viewpoints, seventeen-year-old Jill, in grief over the loss of her father, and Mandy, nearly nineteen, are 

thrown together when Jill's mother agrees to adopt Mandy's unborn child—but nothing turns out as they had anticipated. 

 

Zielin, Lara   The Waiting Sky 

 Minnesota seventeen-year-old Jane McAllister has devoted years to helping her out-of-control, alcoholic mother, but joining 

her brother in chasing tornadoes for a summer gives her a fresh perspective, new options, and her first real romance. 


